Facts about Fragments
Definition

A fragment sentenceis not atrue sentence at all. It isagroup of words that might look like a
sentence at first, but it isnot really. The fragment may even contain a subject and a verb, but it
does not make a compl ete thought by itself and therefore cannot be afull sentence. Itisonly a
part of awhole thought or a*“fragment” of awhole thought.

Fragment sentences are always serious errors because they obscure the meaning of the words and
the sentences in the essay. Theideas will be unclear if the essay has any fragmentsiniit.

Types.

A few words or aphrase: We ate dinner last night. In the main dining room.
(fragment)

Correct version: We ate dinner last night in the main dining room.

A longer phrase or clause:  After our team won the game. Everyone celebrated.
(fragment)

Correct version: After our team won the game, everyone celebrated.
Correcting Fragments
The main problem with fragmentsis that they are not whole thoughts. Y ou cannot put

the period behind the sentence until it does make one, whole, entire thought. So, one way to
correct afragment is to add more words until it makes a whole thought.

Fragment Whole Thought
The puppy with the long, floppy ears. — The puppy with the long, floppy earsis mine.

If it rains next Tuesday. » If it rains next Tuesday, then our camping trip will
have to be rescheduled.

Avoiding Fragments

To avoid writing afragment in the first place, do not begin a statement sentence with any
of these words or phrases.

a. Which c. Thereason being e. Because
b. Suchas d. Especialy

Wrong: The movie star bought a beautiful home. Which cost over amillion dollars.
Correct: The movie star bought a beautiful home which cost over amillion dollars.

Wrong: Many states are very small. Such as Vermont and Rhode Island.



Correct: Many states are very small, such as Vermont and Rhode Island.

Wrong: | loveall kind of ice cream. Especially with chocolate syrup on top.
Correct: | loveall kinds of ice cream, especially with chocolate syrup on top.

Fragments Using “ For example’

If you begin a sentence with the phrase “ For example,” that is al right, but be sureto
follow that phrase with afull sentence: a subject, a verb, and a complete thought.
Wrong: Many occupations require years of study and preparation. For example, a doctor.

Correct: Many occupations require years of study and preparation. For example, a doctor has
to study as many as eight more years after college.
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